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What it is not ?  What is it ? 

• It is not Archives

– No primary administrative sources

• It is Historical documentation

of mainly two formats:

– 19th century newspapers and articles

– 19th century books and booklets



Main Items of the collection

1. Where to build the canal ? 

2. The Compagnie Universelle du Canal 
Interocéanique

3. The Panama scandal

4. The recovery of the Panama Canal entreprise

5. The hesitations of the American work



1 - Where to build the canal ? (1840- 1879) 







The Eads  Tehuantepec   Ship-Railway
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2 - The Compagnie Universelle du Canal 

Interocéanique (1879-1889)

















3 - The Panama scandal (1890-1897)





Commission d’enquête: vers le scandale politique



1897: Le procès des « chèquards »











4 - The recovery of the Panama 

Canal entreprise (1890-1903)

























6 –The hesitations of the American 

work

(1903… 1910!)











Question for a friend of Panama:

What to do of all this historical 
documents?



• Sell and disperse !?

But why have done such a collection?

• Gift to the Chateauroux public library

But: who will study all this stuff, in Chateauroux?

• Gift to the Panama Canal archives

There must be some French souvenir in Panama.
There, could be some future motivated students!






